Latin 1202
Selections from Ovid and Sallust
Fall 2014

TTh 6:10-8:00 P.M.

Hamilton 609

Zachary Herz
Office Hours (Location TBA) TTh 5-6 P.M., or by appointment
zrh2102@columbia.edu
Course Overview: This course builds on the skills developed in 1201 and is designed to
continue to strengthen your understanding of Latin grammar and syntax while developing
your translating skills, through reading selections of both poetry and prose. We will be
reading selections from Ovid and Sallust.
Goals: This course is designed to prepare students for more advanced coursework in
Latin literature, and for a potential concentration in Classics. Towards that end, I expect
students to become prepared to translate large blocks of Latin text with sufficient facility
to identify and discuss their literary features. Students in this course will develop a
general mastery of Latin grammar and syntax and an expanded Latin vocabulary, both of
which are necessary for translation at a high level. I also expect students to become
comfortable discussing the texts we read as literary objects, and placing them in a
historical and cultural context. Students who succeed in the challenges provided in LATN
1202 will have a strong foundation for further study in the field of Latin literature.
Course requirements: regular course attendance and participation (25% of final grade);
weekly quizzes (25% of final grade; lowest grade will be ignored); midterm (20% of final
grade); final exam (30% of final grade)
A Note on Absences: While I understand that accidents happen and emergencies exist, I
strongly encourage all of you not to miss class if at all possible. LATN 1202 moves
extremely quickly, and it can be difficult to catch up. Towards that end, I will not permit
students with three or more unexcused absences to remain in the course. If you will
be truly unable to attend class on any given day, I require notice by noon of that day in
order for the absence to be excused. Bear in mind that I will only excuse absences if a
valid reason is provided, and I will expect documentation. I should also note that I do not
permit make-up quizzes for students who had an unexcused absence on the quiz day—
students will simply receive a score of 0 on that quiz.

Texts: The following books have been ordered at BookCulture, on 112th Street and
Broadway:
Reading Ovid: Stories From the Metamorphoses (by Peter Jones) (ISBN:
9780521613323)
A Sallust Reader (by Victoria Pagan (ISBN: 9780865166875)
I strongly recommend you use these books: lesson plans will be based around the
commentaries and exercises provided therein. I reserve the right to assign text that is not
contained within these books, either to provide an additional challenge or to train students
in effective sight translation techniques; if I do so, the texts will be placed on
Courseworks.
Academic Integrity: Academic dishonesty violates university policy and will not be
tolerated. You are responsible for familiarizing yourself with Columbia’s policies on
Academic Integrity, available in the online bulletin located at
http://www.college.columbia.edu/bulletin/universitypolicies.php
Students with Disabilities: In order to receive disability-related academic
accommodations, you must first be registered with the Office of Disability Services
(ODS). Please refer to www.health.columbia.edu/ods for further information on this
process. You must present an accommodation letter and any other necessary
documentation to the instructor before exams are administered or other accommodations
can be provided. Please do not come to me directly with accommodation requests—I
will honor accommodation requests from ODS, but cannot evaluate and
accommodate students myself.
Classroom Environment: In order to maintain a respectful and comfortable learning
environment for all, please silence your cell phone and do not use it during class. Please
do not eat during class. There will be a 5-10 minute break halfway through the class—if
you need to eat between the hours of six and eight, feel free to bring a snack.
Important Dates:
Sept. 2: First day of class; Diagnostic Exam
Sept. 9: Grammar Review: Introduction to Ovid
Oct. 16: Midterm
Oct. 21: Midterm Review: Introduction to Sallust
Nov. 4: No Class (Election Day!)

Nov. 27: No Class (Thanksgiving!)
Final TBA

